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BATON ROUGE POLICE SHOOTING

Athletes, entertainers pray for Baton Rouge
A roundup of social media reaction to the deaths of police o!cers

COMMENTARY

Will my 2-year-old nephew end up like Michael
Brown?
Police brutality and the fragility of black youth

Jerry Washington pauses Friday, Aug. 15, 2014, while visiting a memorial at the site of the

shooting death of Michael Brown by police nearly a week ago in Ferguson, Mo. AP

Photo/Charlie Riedel

 BY WENDI C. THOMAS | @WENDI_C_THOMAS

May 20, 2016

My 2-year-old nephew isn’t so great with a spoon, which means his attempts to eat baked

beans with a utensil are comical.

At a recent family barbecue, he refused my help, so I let him struggle. I laughed quietly as he
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Police guard the emergency room entrance of Our Lady Of The Lake Medical Center, where

wounded officers were brought, in Baton Rouge, La., Sunday, July 17, 2016. Multiple law

enforcement officers were killed and wounded Sunday morning in a shooting near a gas

station in Baton Rouge, less than two weeks after a black man was shot and killed by police

here, sparking nightly protests across the city. AP Photo/Gerald Herbert

BY JERRY BEMBRY
@JERRYBEMBRY

July 17, 2016

As the news of the shooting of police o!cers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, spread on Sunday,

athletes and entertainers with close ties to the city took to social media to express their feelings:

 born and raised in Baton RougeGlen “Big Baby” Davis,

failed again and again to coax the slippery beans onto his spoon. Frustrated, he growled,

“GRRRRR!” My first thought: This child thinks he’s a lion.

My next thought: What happens if he doesn’t grow out of this? Will police one day see this

black boy as an animal to be caged? Or a beast to be euthanized? Making the mental leap from

my nephew’s high chair to some hyperpoliced place years in the future is a journey I shouldn’t

take, if only for my own peace of mind. But I can’t forget what Ferguson, Mo., police o!cer

Darren Wilson said about Michael Brown, the black teenager he gunned down on Aug. 9, 2014.

Wilson, who is white,  that Brown “had the most intense aggressive face. The

only way I can describe it, it looks like a demon, that’s how angry he looked.” Notice how

Wilson switched between calling Brown “he,” as you would a person, and then “it,” as you

might call something inanimate or inhuman. Wilson also testified that Brown “made like a

grunting, like aggravated sound.” Was it a sound like Grrrr?

told a grand jury

My anxiety about state-sanctioned police brutality may be oversized, but it isn’t unfounded.

Take the 2014 study 

 by Phillip Atiba Go" of the University of California, Los Angeles. Researchers tested

176 police o!cers, most of whom were white, to see how quickly they associated black people

with apes, which would suggest unconscious dehumanization of African-Americans. O!cers

“who dehumanized blacks were more likely to have used force against a black child in custody

than o!cers who did not dehumanize blacks,” the study found. The same study showed that

black boys “can be seen as responsible for their actions at an age when white boys still benefit

from the assumption that children are essentially innocent.”

“The Essence of Innocence: Consequences of Dehumanizing Black

Children”

At what age were black boys seen as responsible? 10. Sometimes, when I’m with my nephew, I

can barely see him without worrying about how others will view him when he’s older. I know

that his furrowed brow doesn’t signal anger. It means he’s focused, like when he’s constructing

a sprawling Thomas the Train track. But in 10 or 15 years, will law enforcement interpret his

intensity as aggression?

Even though I don’t have kids, I get that my nephew’s growling is typical toddler behavior. After

all, his favorite song is . His remixes sometimes include animals you wouldn’t

find on the average farm, like tigers. But does this little black boy get the privilege of being

typical? Or is normal a luxury a"orded only to boys who aren’t brown or black?

Old MacDonald
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

Black women su!er, too — so why are they excluded?
espnW writer Katie Barnes explores the exclusion of women who are victims of police
brutality

#batonrouge ! ! ! !

ayobaby11 •  3 hours ago Follow

297 likes 6 comments

, Cincinnati Bengals running back, born in Baton RougeJeremy Hill

#PrayForBatonRouge
1:59 PM - 17 Jul 2016

  171  306

Jeremy Hill 
@JeremyHill33

 Follow

, All-American running back at Louisiana State UniversityLeonard Fournette

My worries have worries. I worry that my anxiety about how others might constrain his life will

lead me to subconsciously constrain it myself. Respectability politics is an unjust burden to

place on an adult, much less a kid who isn’t even potty-trained.

In my rare calmer moments, I remind myself that this too shall pass. He will grow out of his

growling. He will learn to use his words and a spoon. My worries, I fear, are here to stay.

Wendi C. Thomas is a 2016 fellow at the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University
and a Memphis-based journalist.
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Erica Garner (center), daughter of Eric Garner, who died after a confrontation with police in

New York in 2014, talks with President Barack Obama after a televised town hall about race

relations in the U.S. Martin H. Simon/ABC via Getty Images

BY MAYA A. JONES
@MJAY615

July 15, 2016

The past few weeks have seen tragic shootings, grief, anger, protests and calls to action. We

speak about the victims often. We’ve said their names. We’ve written their names. We’ve

honored their names. Yet, the lists of names oftentimes exclude female victims of crime.

Even the responses from supporters di"er when victims of violence are women. An 

published by  gives an example of a failed Black Lives Matter NYC rally in

honor of Rekia Boyd, who was shot and killed by an o"-duty Chicago police o!cer in 2012.

What was supposed to spark a movement ended up only attracting between 50 and 100

attendees.

article

The New York Times

Pray harder everyday.... Our kids have to grow up in this
generation 
1:31 PM - 17 Jul 2016

  1,132  1,512

7 
@_fournette

 Follow

, starting quarterback at LSUBrandon Harris

Thoughts and prayers are with the
#BatonRougePolicedepartment Remember, God sees no color,
race, nor gender we are all the same. Wake up!!!!
12:02 PM - 17 Jul 2016

  919  1,478

Brandon Harris 
@bharrisqb1

 Follow

, former NFL cornerback who played at LSUCorey Webster

Pray for my city! #BatonRouge 
12:05 PM - 17 Jul 2016

  18  43

Corey Webster 
@IAMCweb

 Follow

, former NFL star (now SEC analyst), born in Baton RougeMarcus Spears
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espnW writer Katie Barnes brings awareness to the fact that women are often forgotten not

only in conversations about policing and black lives, but also lack support and

acknowledgement from movements created to point out these disparities.

During the town hall with President Obama, only a few women spoke, and all in

accessory capacities: mothers of police o!cers, girlfriend of someone slain by police or a

mother of a protester in Baltimore. That’s not to say these women’s experiences don’t

matter — of course they do — but women are more than accessories. Women participate actively

in the movement and experience violence, which needs to be discussed as we search for peace

and solutions as a nation.

“
This exclusion happens even as athletes respond to these cases of police brutality. When

Carmelo Anthony, LeBron James, Chris Paul and Dwyane Wade opened the ESPYS with their

call to action, they named a few of those killed by police in recent years. , 

,  and  were not among those mentioned. When

they called out activists, not a single black woman was acknowledged, nor were the 

 who had already answered the call to recognize those killed.”

Rekia Boyd Natasha

McKenna Janisha Fonville Tanisha Anderson

e"orts of

WNBA teams

Read more on .espnW

Maya Jones is an associate editor at The Undefeated. She is a native New Orleanian who enjoys long
walks down Frenchmen Street and romantic dates to Saints games.

GET LIFTED

Russell Wilson and Ciara share favorite wedding
moments
The newlyweds talk wedding and how they make their busy schedules work

Sickening!! 
12:35 PM - 17 Jul 2016
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, Arizona Cardinals safety who played at LSUTyrann Mathieu

Lord, have mercy on us. #PrayingForBatonRouge
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You could never find right with wrong...
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, former NFL safety who played at LSURyan Clark

Can't be a world where "Black Lives Matter" & those of the
police officers don't! Please stop the killing. An eye for an eye is
not the way!
11:27 AM - 17 Jul 2016
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1:53

BY KELLEY D. EVANS
@KELLEYSTHRNGRL

July 15, 2016

When you have soul crooners Earth, Wind & Fire and a castle in England as the venue, you

might have yourself a wedding, folks. NFL quarterback Russell Wilson and singer Ciara did it

big at their recent wedding, and shared small tidbits about it with ESPN on Wednesday night

before the ESPYS.

“Earth, Wind & Fire performed,” Ciara said. “That was pretty much everything. But of course,

all the personal moments we had superseded that stu".”

You can catch a glimpse of Wilson dancing while doing the Running Man Challenge in the 

. But the Seattle Seahawks quarterback busted

out a few moves at his wedding reception.

2016

Nickelodeon Kid’s Choice Sports Award promo

“You know, he’s not too bad,” Ciara said. “Great quarterback on the field, great quarterback on

the dance floor.”

The two also make time for each other despite their busy schedules.

“We’re both very busy. We’re both very disciplined in that,” Wilson said. “We love it. It’s not

work for us.”

Of course Black Lives matter. I upset that value isn't put on lives
of the black community. I'm also upset that cops were gunned
down today!
1:47 PM - 17 Jul 2016
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Ryan Clark 
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1 suspect dead 2 at large #PrayersForBatonRouge
#prayersforpeace
12:41 PM - 17 Jul 2016
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 Follow

, Emmy Award-winning actress from Baton RougeLynn Whitfield

Pray for my city #BatonRouge and ALL OF IT'S
PEOPLE..violence death injustice brings more of the same.We
need peace order fairness for ALL!
2:16 PM - 17 Jul 2016
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Lynn Whitfield 
@MsLynnWhitfield

 Follow

Jerry Bembry is a senior writer at The Undefeated. His bucket list items include being serenaded by
Lizz Wright, and watching the Knicks play an NBA game in June.
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Kelley Evans is a general editor at The Undefeated. She is a food passionista, helicopter mom and an
unapologetic southerner who spends every night with the cast of The Young and the Restless by
way of her couch.

HOLLYWOOD

London Brown is the most hated character on
‘Ballers’
Why the best year of the rising star’s life was also the hardest, and how it changed his
purpose

London Brown as Reggie on the second season of “Ballers” Jeff Daly/Courtesy of HBO

BY KELLEY L. CARTER
@KELLEYLCARTER

July 15, 2016
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London Brown should have been laughing.

The  made it out of his ‘hood — the same ‘hood, he said, “where they shoot black films

about gangs” — with the kind of success it was hard to even dream about while hanging out in

Los Angeles’ infamous South Central. But Brown joked his way out of the Westmont

neighborhood of Los Angeles — the  in the city since 2000 — and onto a stage opening

for superstar standup comedian Chris Tucker.

comedian

deadliest

His own laughter should have been the thing piercing the air while shooting the second season

of HBO’s impressively authentic . On a series akin to the network’s highly successful

, set in the universe of America’s most  sport, on a show starring and

produced by one of the world’s  movie stars —Brown stands out.

Ballers

Entourage popular

biggest

He plays Reggie, and just about everybody knows a “Reggie.”

He’s trifling. He’s obnoxious. He’s the guy in the back, hitching his wagon to the next superstar

— and mostly doing his friend a world of disservice in the process. Clearly  is relatable,

and Brown turned in a portrayal so convincing that the show upgraded him from a guest star to

a series regular.

Reggie

Brown should have been celebrating. Instead, under a paintball mask while filming a playful

scene in Miami last fall, he was crying.

Not many people on set knew of his private pain. Brown was mourning the loss of his baby

brother, , who had been killed in their neighborhood a few weeks earlier. Lee was

25. It’s the kind of story that played out in one of those 1990s ‘hood flicks that fictionalized

Brown’s home area. Lee was kind of like ‘s . He was a 

guard on the mens’ basketball team at Colorado State University at Pueblo, who was in town

because he was one of 40 players invited to try out for the D-League’s Los Angeles D-Fenders.

Wendell Lee

Boyz n the Hood Ricky Baker standout

“Last year was the best year of my life and the worst
at the same time.” — London Brown
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Lee’s assailant remains unknown. The tears Brown was privately shedding were a first. He said

he’d never cried as an adult — “I thought something was medically wrong.”

It was tough for Brown to maintain himself during takes — he was trying to keep it together.

“Even though we’d grown up in the ‘hood, about five or six years ago, my mother [finally]

moved out. For me it felt like,  But then when this

happened — ” He’s still drained by tragedy.

OK, we beat the statistics. We got out.

“Last year was the best year of my life and the worst at the same time. I was living o" my art. I

was on one of the hottest networks, living in a Hollywood condo, and working in Miami where

the weather is great. I’m like, And then  happens and it was a reminder that

the things I do are bigger than just me,” Brown said. “It’s not about me just working and getting

a check to live a ritzy lifestyle. I have to make sure I’m working because I try to be some sort of

assistance to my family, and take the stress o" of them.”

Cool, this is it. that

His purpose has become clearer. He speaks at after-school programs now, and spends time at

Boys & Girls Clubs. He wants to be a positive influence, mentoring kids and showing them what

life outside of South Central, L.A., looks like. It also makes what Brown’s doing on HBO’s

 all the more meaningful.Ballers

“When my brother passed … I was like, . , as great as it is, I don’t lean on

it. I still work clubs nightly — I try to do two, three clubs a night if I can, because that’s one

thing I have control over. Whatever it is I’m trying to do, I want to execute it with a very, very

strong focus so that I can stay moving and be ready for whatever’s there. My grandmother

passed away about a month or so ago and … these are just small reminders that, while I’m here,

I’m not necessarily running around trying to make a dollar, but I’m trying to make a

di"erence.”

I got work to do Ballers

Being a thespian has become therapy, and going toe to toe with Dwayne Johnson, co-

star and executive producer, has brought Brown some comfort. He’s challenged himself to even

more deeply build the character of Reggie for season two. Brown doesn’t care for people like

Reggie or people who share the all flash, no substance Reggie seems to ride out on.

Ballers 

“That’s why I took the role,” he said. “Because it’s a nice stretch from who I am in person. I’m

on a show with a lot of talented people, people with serious résumés. I didn’t want to get lost in

the mix and just be a third wheel to this cast. I want to make sure that playing opposite Dwayne
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… I held my own. Dwayne, he has so much presence. He’s 6-foot-5! I needed to make sure I

wasn’t cast by accident.”

No one watching the show would think that. Brown absolutely morphs into Reggie, so much so

that he gets mean-mugged by random people in real life who can’t exactly pinpoint where they

know him from, but know that they don’t deal with him.

“People are emotionally charged against Reggie,” Brown said. “People come up to me with their

fist balled up. I was at a club one night and this guy says I was trying to figure out why I didn’t

like you ‘ He was staring at me, he’s eyeing me in the club. I was like, ‘What’s going on?’ And

he said, ‘Hey man … I was really mad but then I realized you’re the dude from the show. And

man, good job!’ ”

, ‘

 …  

Expect more of that this season. Reggie is even more excited. His character sets in motion the

storyline for the season, and Brown’s pain shows up in his work.

“The director told me … to ri" a little bit. There were a couple times the director would say to

tone down the funny a little bit. One time I [toned it all the way down] and then he was just

like, ‘Uh, whoa. Not that heavy.’ ”

All things considered, Brown is grateful.

“I didn’t get here on my own. God knows that. He set it up. And I don’t take any credit from the

people who gave me a shot. So I try not to waste anybody’s time.”

 returns to HBO on July 17 at 10 p.m. EST/PST.Ballers

Kelley L. Carter is a senior entertainment writer at The Undefeated. She can act out every episode of
the U.S version of "The O!ce," she can and will sing the Michigan State University fight song on
command and she is very much immune to Hollywood hotness.
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